"WINKING At FATE                         JI
he is satisfied to part with his money for such
dalliance." Formerly, fortune telling rates were
subjected to bargaining, but now the art of pre-
diction has been organized along western business
lines and fixed fees are the rule, said the police-
man. Even such men as Sekiryushi and Shosan
Takashima have thek price lists posted in a cons-
picuous place in the anterooms of thek offices,
and one can see indicated such items as: **A
single problem: 2 yen. A full fortune: 5 yen*
Your entire life: 30 yen."
Fortune telling fashions have come and gone
in Japan as frequently as the fashions of women's
clothes. Before the Chinese brought their lottery
sticks, the system of jutomani, or telling fortunes
from the bones of deer, was used at the Imperial
Court. Then in the ninth century came foretell-
ing by means of a tortoise shell. The Yoshida
family cornered this art for itself. An ancestor
of the family had originally gone to China to learn
this type of sorcery. Later, both Chinese and
Japanese methods of reading the future from the
shell of the tortoise wete popular. Some time in
the sixth century lottery sticks were introduced.
This type of fortune telling may still be seen at
many Buddhist temples such as the Asakusa Kwan-
non in Tokyo. The client pulls out a bamboo